
In this plan you’ll find: 

• Step-by-step construction 
instruction. 

• A complete bill of materials. 

• Construction drawings and 
related photos. 

• Tips to help you complete the 

project and become a better 
woodworker. 
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Reader 



To download these plans, 
you will need Adobe Reader 
installed on your computer. If you want to get 
a free copy, visit: http://adobe.com/reader. 


Having trouble downloading the plans? 

Right click on the download link and select 
“Save Target As...” or “Save Link As...” 
(depending on the web browser you are 
using) to download to your local drive. 


Copyright Woodworker’s Journal © 2010 
This pattern is copyrighted by Woodworker's Journal. 
Purchasers of this plan may make three copies for 
personal use in the shop. The pattern itself, however, is 
the property of Woodworker's Journal and is not to be 
reproduced for distribution or resale. Doing so, 
including via any electronic methods, is a violation of 
copyright law. 
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Early American Style Curio Shelf 



T his traditional Early American 
design is useful today ax it 
wav 200 yean ago. It's perfect 
for displaying curio* or any other small 
items. Ours is mode from bird's eye 
maple, but walnut, cherry, and pine are 
other appropriate woods. 

Tltc entire project is made from Vk in. 
ttnei stock. If you don't have a thickness 
planer and can't gel x h in. thick stock 
locally, check with a lumberyard or 
millwotk shop ax they will often plane 
slock for a nominal charge. 

The sides (A) con be made first. 
You'll need two pieces of stock, each 
one cut to the sue shown in the Bill Of 
Materials. Transfer the full sire pattern 
of the side to one of the pieces. Since the 
sides arc 20 in. king, wc had to break the 
full-si/e pattern in die middle in order to 
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get it on the page. Lines ”AA"- M BB" 
represent the middle point. Lay out and 
mark the location of the % in. wide hy 
Ml. deep shelf dadoes from the 
full-sire pattern, then use like table saw 
and dado head to cut them out. 

Slack the two side pieces one on top 
of the other (with the marled piece on 
top) using double-faced tape to hold 
diem together. Now. using the hand saw. 
cut out tike pattern, taking care to stay 
slightly on the waste sale of the marked 
line. Once cut, file and sand the edges 
exactly to the line, then separate die two 
sides and remove the tape. 

The three shelves are next. As shown 
in Fig. I, the shelves extend beyond the 
front edges of the side* by 7* of an inch, 
so if* a good idea to first measure the 
length of the side dadoes before rippmg 


any of the shelves After ripping. use the 
dado-head setup shown in Fig. 2 to 
apply a decorative detail to the front 
edge of each of the shelves 

The sides and shelves can now be 
assembled. For an authentic look, we 
used old-fashioned cut runls, first apply- 
mg a thin coal of glue to the dadoes and 
the ends of the shelves Old-fashioned 
cut nails are available from the Trcmont 
Nail Company, P.O. Box 111. Ware- 
ham. MA 02570; teL (508) 295-4X)$8. 
Order their part number N-13 (specify a 
7* in. length 1 However, if >ou prefer, 
you can substitute 7a in. long, 17 gouge 
finishing tuilv (countersunk and filled) 
for the cut noils 

Now give the entire project a thor¬ 
ough sanding, finishing with 220-grii. 
Take care to remove any glue that has 
squeezed out from the shelf dadoes 
Aha, as shown in Fig I. round over the 
details on the front edge of each shelf, 
then use a chisel to taper the details flush 
with the front edges of the idee 

Wc gafse our piece a light brown slain 
folkiwcd hy two coals of Minwax's 
Antique Oil Finish. When thoroughly 
dry, a coot or their paste wax was added 
The antique looking hangers were 
made from 3 in. long pieces of steel 
strapping. This is the material used to 
secure pallets and large boxes for ship¬ 
ping. It generally comes 7: in. wide so 
you'll need to file Mlo the 7«in. width of 
the sides. Each one lias three ®/w m. 
diameter holes as shown on the drawing 
To get the antique look, first heat 
them with a propone torch for a few 
minutes, then lightly hammer them on 
an anvil using a ball peen hammer. Tad 
the hangers to the back edge of the sides 
and the project is ready for mounting to 
the wall. SB 
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Early American Style Curio Shelf 



T his traditional Early American 
design is as useful today as it 
was 200 years ago. It’s perfect 
for displaying curios or any other small 
items. Ours is made from bird’s eye 
maple, but walnut, cherry, and pine are 
other appropriate woods. 

The entire project is made from 3 /s in. 
thick stock. If you don’t have a thickness 
planer and can’t get 3 /s in. thick stock 
locally, check with a lumberyard or 
mill work shop as they will often plane 
stock for a nominal charge. 

The sides (A) can be made first. 
You'11 need two pieces of stock, each 
one cut to the size shown in the Bill Of 
Materials. Transfer the full-size pattern 
of the side to one of the pieces. Since the 
sides are 20 in. long, we had to break the 
full-size pattern in the middle in order to 
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get it on the page. Lines “AA”-“BB” 
represent the middle point. Lay out and 
mark the location of the 3 /s in. wide by 
V« in. deep shelf dadoes from the 
full-size pattern, then use the table saw 
and dado head to cut them out. 

Stack the two side pieces one on top 
of the other (with the marked piece on 
top) using double-faced tape to hold 
them together. Now, using the band saw, 
cut out the pattern, taking care to stay 
slightly on the waste side of the marked 
line. Once cut, file and sand the edges 
exactly to the line, then separate the two 
sides and remove the tape. 

The three shelves are next. As shown 
in Fig. 1, the shelves extend beyond the 
front edges of the sides by '/i6 of an inch, 
so it’s a good idea to first measure the 
length of the side dadoes before ripping 


any of the shelves. After ripping, use the 
dado-head setup shown in Fig. 2 to 
apply a decorative detail to the front 
edge of each of the shelves. 

The sides and shelves can now be 
assembled. For an authentic look, we 
used old-fashioned cut nails, first apply¬ 
ing a thin coat of glue to the dadoes and 
the ends of the shelves. Old-fashioned 
cut nails are available from the Tremont 
Nail Company, P.O. Box 111, Ware- 
ham, MA 02570; tel. (508) 295-0038. 
Order their part number N-13 (specify a 
7 /s in. length). However, if you prefer, 
you can substitute 3 /4 in. long, 17 gauge 
finishing nails (countersunk and filled) 
for the cut nails. 

Now give the entire project a thor¬ 
ough sanding, finishing with 220-grit. 
Take care to remove any glue that has 
squeezed out from the shelf dadoes. 
Also, as shown in Fig. I, round over the 
details on the front edge of each shelf, 
then use a chisel to taper the details flush 
with the front edges of the sides. 

We gave our piece a light brown stain 
followed by two coats of M in wax’s 
Antique Oil Finish. When thoroughly 
dry, a coat of their paste wax was added. 

The antique looking hangers were 
made from 3 in. long pieces of steel 
strapping. This is the material used to 
secure pallets and large boxes for ship¬ 
ping. It generally comes ] /2 in. wide so 
you'll need to file it to the 3 /r in. width of 
the sides. Each one has three Vs in. 
diameter holes as shown on the drawing. 

To get the antique look, first heat 
them with a propane torch for a few 
minutes, then lightly hammer them on 
an anvil using a ball peen hammer. Tack 
the hangers to the back edge of the sides 
and the project is ready for mounting to 
the wall. £3] 


Bill of Materials 

(all dimensions actual) 

Part 

Description 

No. 

Size Req’d. 

A 

Side 

3 /8 X 43/4 X 20 

2 

B 

Top Shelf 

3/8 X 33/8 X 16’/4 

1 

C 

Center Shelf 

3/8 X 4Vs X I 6 V 4 

1 

D 

Bottom Shelf 

3/8 X 43/4 X 1 6 V 4 

1 
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Thank you for purchasing this Woodworker’s Journal Classic Project plan. 

Woodworker’s Journal Classic Projects are scans of much-loved woodworking plans from our 
library of back issues. Please note that specific products and sources cited in a plan when it 
originally appeared may no longer be available. 


If you experience any problems with this plan, please contact: info@woodworkersjournal.com 
or 

Attn: Classic Projects 
Woodworker’s Journal 
4365 Willow Drive 
Medina, MN 55340 


Thank you again for your purchase, and happy woodworking! 


Matt Becker 

Internet Production Coordinator 
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